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Press Release
March 18, 2010
Freeport School District #145 and Transportation Union Swiftly Negotiate New Contract
The Freeport School District Board of Education approved a new contract with the Transportation Personnel Association at its regular March 17th meeting.  The new contract was ratified with an overwhelming vote by District Transportation Department staff earlier in the day, and will run through the 2010-2011 school year.
In a proactive and cost-saving offer by the union, employees proposed a wage freeze in exchange for the District’s provision of dental and vision insurance coverage.  Led by Transportation Personnel Association President, Debra Devine, the employees believed it was critical to put student needs first in a budget crunch.  Devine also noted the considerate action of the union, “I’m proud of the union members for voting so unselfishly.  There are several employees who will not need the additional insurance coverage, yet they knew it would benefit their co-workers, so they voted to help them.”
Dallas Rackow, FSD#145 Transportation Director, remarked of the quick and cordial negotiations, “I am very impressed with the union’s desire to put the needs of Freeport students first by reducing expenses in their own department.  The Transportation Personnel Association has demonstrated exceptional leadership, particularly during a time of fiscal uncertainty.” 
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