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International African Dance Troupe Coming to Freeport in February 2012

Freeport included on tour of 11 major U.S. cities
FREEPORT, Ill., Jan. 26, 2012 – New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Freeport. Even the most ardent Pretzel fan will admit that Freeport is not really known as a major entertainment destination. Yet, on February 15, 2012, an international dance troupe that has performed at the White House, on The Late Show with David Letterman, and at star-studded events like the AIDS benefit chaired by Magic Johnson, will perform in Freeport, with a special encore that includes local children’s choirs. 

The Children of Uganda Tour of Light dance troupe – 20 children aged 8 through 18 who perform traditional Ugandan songs and dances to share the story of Uganda’s history and vibrant culture – serves as an ambassador for the 1.4 million orphans living in Uganda who have lost parents to AIDS, war or natural disasters. Freeport native Sarah Cowan lived in the Children of Uganda orphanage while serving in the Peace Corps 2006-2008. Sarah is on the Board of Directors for Children of Uganda and was able to include Freeport on their 2012 tour of 11 major U.S. cities. 
The Tour of Light performance in Freeport will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 15 at the Jeannette Lloyd Theatre at Freeport Middle School, 701 W. Empire Street, Freeport. (This performance is not sponsored by Freeport School District 145.)  Tickets for the performance are $10 for adults and $5 for students, available at the door; and the Freeport Art Museum, 121 N. Harlem, 815-235-9755; and the Stephenson County Visitor Center, 4596 US Hwy 20 E, 815-233-1357. Proceeds benefit Children of Uganda.

The troupe presents a 90-minute show of songs and dances from many cultural tribes from around Uganda and East Africa. Each dance is accompanied by a choir and percussionists. The Children of Uganda Tour of Light has two primary goals:
1) To help financially support hundreds of orphans and vulnerable children under the care of Children of Uganda. 

2) To advocate for the nearly 3 million Ugandan children orphaned by HIV/AIDS as well as to share the country’s vibrant culture with American audiences. 

Despite their highly visible performances on TV and at major theaters and universities across the nation, their greatest love is for cultural exchanges at churches, schools and community centers, especially with other young dancers and musicians. Thanks to Sarah Cowan’s parents, Perry and Martha Cowan, who still live in Freeport, young people from local churches and schools will have that opportunity. They have worked tirelessly since November 2011 to sign sponsors and engage area churches and schools in the troupe’s activities in Freeport.
The Children of Uganda troupe will perform a special song with children’s choirs from the Freeport Middle school, Highland Community College, St. John’s United Church of Christ, Faith United Methodist Church, First Church of God and St. James Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. The song, “A Seed to Sow” will be sung in Luganda, the native language of Uganda, at the conclusion of the performance Wednesday evening. 

“It’s not just a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see this performance,” said Martha Cowan, “but also for our local kids to learn first-hand, from children just like themselves, what life is like in a country on the other side of the world.” 
The Children of Uganda troupe will spend a few hours on February 15 with Freeport High School students, sharing their experiences and culture, before the 7 p.m. performance. Host families will house the children after the show.  The troupe relies heavily on sponsors and volunteers to help defray the cost of the tour so that all proceeds can support the Children of Uganda orphanage. Businesses, churches or individuals interested in sponsoring the Freeport performance can contact Perry Cowan at pncowan@gmail.com.
Major sponsors for The Tour of Light are FHN, St. John’s United Church of Christ, the Sunrise Rotary, Northern Illinois Physical Therapy , State Bank of Freeport and Cannova’s Italian Cuisine.    

The Tour of Light troupe’s program of African music, hailed as “first-rate” and “inspiring” by The New York Times, has toured the United States six times since 1996. The dual crises of civil war and AIDS in Uganda, combined with a high illiteracy rate and the absence of free education, poses a serious threat to the complex fabric of family and village life that previously nurtured the nation’s rich oral culture. Children of Uganda was founded in 1972 to teach children orphaned by AIDS and civil unrest in Uganda the songs, dances and stories that were in danger of being lost. Children of Uganda includes orphanages in Kiwanga and Rakai Uganda, and provides the necessities of life – food, shelter, clothing, education and medical care – for more than 600 orphans and vulnerable children. 

For more information on Children of Uganda, visit www.childrenofuganda.org.

About Children of Uganda:

There is an orphan crisis in Uganda. Currently the country is home to nearly 2.4 million children who have lost one or both parents to HIV/AIDS, extreme poverty and civil conflict. In fact, Uganda has the largest orphan population per capita of any country in the world.

Established in 1995, Children of Uganda cares for orphans and other disadvantaged children in Uganda with the goal of helping them become healthy and productive members of society.

As a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization headquartered in the United States, Children of Uganda works in conjunction with local non-governmental organizations in Uganda to provide education and support to hundreds of children in need. 
The mission of Children of Uganda is to support and empower hundreds of orphans and vulnerable children in Uganda to lead successful and productive lives. Our vision is that all children in Uganda receive an education to become healthy, productive members of their community who assume leadership roles and positively impact Ugandan society.
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Cutline: Children of Uganda’s international “Tour of Light” performance will be held at 7 p.m., Feb. 15, at the Jeanette Lloyd Theater in Freeport. 
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